
                                                                    

Forest department to revive sericulture in Punjab 

28 July 2021 

 
PATHANKOT: Owing to the poor availability of resources and expertise in sericulture with 
the horticulture department, the forest department has launched a scheme to revive the 
once-promising industry of Punjab with the beginning of mulberry plantation in Pathankot 
besides providing other facilities including raising infrastructure, silkworm pathology, and 
marketing. 
While talking to TOI on Wednesday Conservator of Forest, North Circle, Sanjeev Tiwari 
informed that the department will begin mulberry plantation in 125 acres of land spread 
across 6 villages of Dhar blocks, a sub mountainous region , of Pathankot district. Mulberry 
is the primary food source of silkworms. 
The villages identified for sericulture where mulberry plantation will be carried out were 
Durang Khad , Phangtoli , Bhadan , Samanu , Junghath, and Bhabhar falling under the Dhar 
Block of Pathankot. Tiwari informed that over 37500 saplings of mulberry will be planted. 
 
He informed that they had identified 116 beneficiaries who would be provided with community 
rearing houses. “One thousand square feet rearing house will be constructed for a group of three 
frames and they will also be sent Regional Sericulture Research Centre, Jammu for training especially 
the disease management,” said Tiwari. 
 
Stating that the Central Silk Board had on July 26 approved the project which would be a boon to the 
farmers and could give a lucrative alternative in wake of the growing demand for silk. 
 
The TOI had in the recent past reported the dismal condition of sericulture in the sub mountainous 
regions of Pathankot and how the farmers were diverting to other professions due to poor 
availability of mulberry leaves and proper guidance on disease management in sericulture. 
 
Talking about the marketing part of sericulture, he said they would be introducing digital 
technologies like mobile applications to link the entire silk industry supply chain to help sericulture 
farmers get better prices for their produce and also ensure the quality of cocoons, said he adding 
that the Punjab horticulture department would continue to procure and distribute seeds to the 
farmers. 
 
Source: https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/amritsar/forest-department-to-revive-sericulture-
in-punjab/articleshow/84827733.cms 


